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PATENT,* (Practitioner's DocketTlo. IN- 5453 ) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of 



HINTZE-BRuNING et al. 

Serial No.: 0 9/762,030 

Filed: January 31, 2001 

For: FILM AND THE USE THEREOF 
FOR COATING SHAPED PARTS 




Group Art Unit: Not Assigned 
Examiner: Not Assigned 

I hereby certify that the attached correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
in an envelope as First Class Mail addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C 
20231 on March 7, 2001. 



Marjorie Ellis 



COMMUNICATION FOR SUBMITTING THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

Hon. Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith is a copy of the English Translation of the International 
Preliminary Examination Report for the above- mentioned application. 

Applicant believes that no fee is required. However, if applicant has inadvertently 
overlooked the need for a fee the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23-3425. 

This form is submitted in triplicate. 



Date: March 7, 2001 
BASF Corporation 
26701 Telegraph Road 
Southfield, Michigan 48034-2442 
(248)-948-2020 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



I00ZZ I 



Applicant's or agcnfs file reference 
PAT 98 131 PCT 


Sec Notification or Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION p relira i mw> tixaminaiion Report (Porm PCT/lPUA/4 16) 


International application No. 

PCT/EP99/05 1 80 


International filing dale (day/montlvyvar) 
21 July 1999(21.07.99) 


Priority tluie (day/month/year) 

04 August 1998 (04.08.98) 


International Pulcnt Classification (IPC) or n 
j\ CmS 7/04 

I— I- 1 


uliotml classification and IPC 


Apmicuni 

iyL- — — 


BASF COA TINGS AG 





This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36, 



2. 'Hiis RUPORT consists of a total of . 



sheets, including this cover sheet* 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and ore the basis tor this report and/or sheets containing rectifications mode before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCTl ). 



These annexes consist or a tolfl I of _ , . 



This report contains indications relating to the following items; 
I (5^1 liasis uf the report 
Priority 

Noil-establish rncm of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step tind industrial applicability 
Lack ol* unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article ,15(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

CcrUiin observations on (he international application 



[1 


n 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


n 



Date of submission of the demand 

24 February 2000 (24.02.00) 


Dote or completion of litis report 

1 8 October 2000 (18.1 0.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPI\A/I2P 
ruc&inrile No. 


Authorized Officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PC7MPKAM09 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/EP99/05I80 



I. bosli of the repurt 



, ThU report has been drown on the bttais Of {(tBpiucament sheett which Hav* faen jUrntxhed to (lit racctvtng Ofiic* in rtaflntue to an inviUUton 
under Article 1 4 arc referred tu in (ht* rtpnrt aa " originally Jlled" and urtt not annexed (0 ihit report sine* ffay do tit/t contain amendments.): 



the international application hs originally filed. 

the description, pages 1-32 

pages 

pages . 

pages 



the claims, 



NOS. 

Nos, 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos, 



1-12 



, its originally filed, 
, filed with the demand. 

, llled with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 

, tut originally filed, 

, us amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the loiter of 



P~] the drawings, sheets/fig m 
sheets/fig , 
sh eels/fig . 
shects/fig _ 



, hs originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
» /lied with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cunuelloilon of: 

□ 

the description, page* 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheeu/fig 



.T. [""I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments hud not been mode, since they hove heen considered 
— to go beyond the disclosure as filed, us indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if neccssnry; 



Form PCT/IPFA/40*) (Box f) (January 1994) 
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INT KRNATIONAI. PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REFORT 



Intcrmuional applii-tiiiim No, 
PCT/EP 99/05180 



V. Rc » 8 °ned sttttcment iinder Article 33(Z) with reoaril to nrtvflitv * , ^ 

rii*«o M wH,pta M tl ttW supporting J.ch l7'"c„t * " ^ il,dl,,lr,Bl ■Mle-MHi* 



Statement 
Nuvelty(N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Itwlustrifil applicability flA) 



Claims 

(limns 
Claims 

CI turns 
Claim*; 



1-9, 11, 12 



10 



1-9. 11, 12 



.1-12 



t'ihiliuns and explanations 

1. Novelty and inventive step 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



:l . l 



JP-A-53 091 943 (01; see the corresponding DATABASE 
WPI Abstract) do a cr.lb«a a coating method in which an 
article i a firat provided with a solvent-based paint 
and then coated with a coating powder, such M 
curing epoxide or urethane. 



JP-A-11 047 686 , 02 ; see the corresponding Patent 
Abstract of .rapan) disclose, a coating method tor 
car p * rLa 1. n which heat. -curable coating powder is 
applied to a baa e material (and two other layers) 
and Purled. A wa ter-dilutable coating is then 
applied . 



The -subject, matter concerning the films as per 
Claims j-b and the method claims 9 and 11, as well 
** f-ho use as per Claim 12, differs from D1 amj ^ 
obviously .in th.t it concerns a prefabricated film 
with at least two layers, one of which comprises the 
heat-curable coating powder, while i „ ul and 
coating is carried out layer after layer. 

Co„.« qu8ntly . r . hc aubj . ct mafrfex . of appUc;|tion 
!!!!^lf^!l!f_^ el - d inventive in relation 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPOKT 



Inicniailonal application No, 
PCT/EP 99/0s c il80 



1.2 



to the available prior art. 



Regarding the end products coated with the 
prefabricated film, as defined in Claim^lU, it ia 
not clear how the end products obtained according to 
Dl and D2 differ therefrom, since they also comprise 
at .least two layers (one of which containing a 
coating powder) . 

Moreover, Lhe coatings of Dl and D2 comprise at 
least one layer which fulfils the function of a 
backing layer as defined in Claim 1, tt Is therefore 
not clear how the end products coated with the 
prefabricated film* di tiler structurally from the 
prior art end products ( PCT Article 33(2)). 

NovalLy could possibly be established by a different 
definition of the backing layer. In this cage, an 
inventive step would also be recognised. 



Form PCT/IPK A/409 (Box V) {January 1994) 



